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tined for thofe focial and joyous feats, SS pens the 
principal delight of the Negro *. Had his curiofity prompt. 
ed him to inv eftigate matters more mi inutely, he wo uld 
have found.in many of thefe habitations, an arrangement 
of apartments ; a propriety of furnitu: 
fils and a decency, and even parade of apparel, little to be 


expected in the pofleflion of Slaves. 


Esra fupj ply of uten- 


All this, ’tis true, although often, is not generally met 
with; but it proves what an induftrious well difpofed Ne. 
if me a it elucj— 

gro may do, if he chufes, at the fame ti tha uci 
dates the lenity and encoura gement they experience, and 


how little real caufe there is for fuppofing West Inpia 
mafters and governors hardened, cruel, and inattentive. 
Tn fact, itis not yefterday that the planter has perceived 
is error in harfh ufage, and his advantage in paying every 


attention to the welfare of his Slave, 


Formerly, it is faid, the inhuman mafter confidered 
d 
thefe 


* Add to thefe’ advantages, that on thofe eftates which have pens 
for breeding cattle, it is no uncommon circumftance for the Ne- 
groes to be in pofeñion of re, 20, 30, and fometimes 40 head, from 
the indulgence of the proprietors in allowing the cattle of induftrious 
Si ves to feed and multiply among their own. As I amon this fubject, 

all relate a fingular circumftance which happened in this ne igh- 
ne 100d, and which afforded me great deli ght when I heard it. On 
a proprietor of a large fugar work having fallen behind hand, the 
Negroes on his eftate collected among themfelves 3001. which the y laid 
at his feet, and in their rude eloc quence implored Si to accent... It is 

- with peetiliar pléafare I record this { fa&; which, (although it accords 
not with the gencral difpofition of the N Negro) proves not only the 


wealth which thefe: people poflefs, but their attachment to a good 
maker 


Lod 
thefe devoted wretches in no other point of view than as 
fo many cattle that would, for a certain number of years, 
continue to perform their dreadful tafks, and then expire. 
This term, I have been told, was feldom expected to ex- 
ceed 7 or 8 years, in which time, from la abouring hard, 
not only during the day, but part of the night, exhaufted 
nature funk under the load of accumulated oppreffion : 


But times and circumftances have altered wonderfully,-.. 


The value, or more properl y {peaking, the original price 
of the Negro, has, in the courfe of thi irty years, rifen up- 
wards of one third +; the proprietor is therefore led to 

view Negro Property as an object of great concern, and 
confequently is difpoféd to preferve it by every prudent 
method. Hence, the great change in the treatment of 
Negroes, and hence, thank God ! the fource of thofe com- 
forts and indulgences which meliorate and fweeten the cup 


Un! 


of Slaver Unlefs it is during crop time (i. 


y 
ry. 
making d SE 


and rum, when, from the conftant atten. 


aS 


igar 
tion necefiary for the production of thefe articles, every 
hi 


perfon takes eng E or watch in the boiling-houfe or mill 


one night in three) ¢ no Negro is compelled to labour 


after 


t About 30 years ago the price of a new Negro was commonly from 
351. to 40l. at prefent the current price is fror 651. to 7ol, 


ł This period generally continues four months, and from the cir. 
cumftance of nightly labour may, perhaps, be confidered as the moft 
dreadful part of Negro Slavery. It is SEN on the contrary, the 
happieft period in the year; a fact, evident not only from the general 
appearance of the Negroés, but from the che arfulneis and good health 
that accompany all their actions. Dur ring Crop, every Negro is al- 
lowed to eat as much of the cane, and drink as much of the hot liquor 

from 





pe] 
ark. A comfortable evening’s repaft, and 


night’s reft, enable him to return with vigour to the next 

morning’s work, which, however ftrange 1t may appear, 
g ; 

fo hard as that of many of the labouring 


after it is d 


is by no means 
poor in Great Britain §. ik 


Of thefe two articles they are parti- 


from the coppers, as he chufes. 
how much of both they con- 


cularly fond, and it is really incredible 
fume. Thefe faccharine juices it would appear are productive of ex- 
cellent effects, particularly on thofe who from floth or difeafe have 
been meagre and weakly; for from the commencement eg Ge conclu- 
fion of the crop, Negroes may be faid to encreafe daily in health; 
ftrength, plumpnefs and fpirits. During the whole night, Geng is 
accompanied by fong. The young girls in particular, fing in parts, 
and as a good ear and an African are infeperable; to the lover of 
mufic and humanity, their mufic is a double feaft.. Often have l en- 
joyed it at the expence of reft; and often has it fmoothed my pillow, 
and lulled me into flumbers. Let this picture which I do aflure you is 
drawn from invariable prattice in this ifland, be an anfwer to thofe 


H uhii 
idle accounts which have lately been palmed on the public. 


§ Of late years confiderable changes have been introduced in this 
ifland to eafe bodily labour. The digging of cane holes, is, undoubtedly, 
the moft fevere work the negro has to execute; but fince the introduc- 
tion of the plow, which prepares the ground for the hve, the fatigue 
comparatively {peaking is nothing. I have been informed, that the 
negroes now are rather fond than. otherwife of this fpecies of labour ; 
for on’ every well regulated eftate they are during the digging of cane 
holes, daily and plentifully fupplied with good punch. In a fhort 
time I fhould fuppofe the whole of this work will be generally per- 
formed by cattle, a plow having been lately invented for that purpofe, 
which it is faid anfwers extremely well. As to the article of picking 
grafs, on which fo much has been faid by late writers, no fuch thing 
now exifts in this ifland. I believe, however, that neither this allevi- 

ation, nor that of the plow has yet been generally introduced in the 


other iflands.—In Grenada, I am confidently informed, that the old 
Practices ftill prevail, 


+ 
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The imménfe loffes fuftained by the late hurricanes 
which fwept away almoft every thing but Negro EE: 
has occafioned a double attention to its prefervation 
the only means of retrieving by labour, i 
had utterly deftroyed. 


as 
what calamities 


Independent of a variety of inftances, which might be 
here adduced in fupport of the aflertion, that every humane 
attention is gor paid by the Planter to his Slave, the Con- 

Solidated Slave Ait, juft pafled by the Affembly of this 
ifland, is not unworthy attention. F orinerly, if a White 
Man, whether proprietor or otherwife, killed a Negro, or 
was the caufe of his death by any act of feverity, 
for the firft offence, entitled to benefit of Clergy, and not 
liable to capital punifhment till a repetition of the crime. 
By the prefent law, it is enacted, “ That if any perfon 
whether owner or fuperintendant of Slaves, thal be are 
victed of having, by any 


he was, 


act of paffion or cruelty, occafioned 


the death of any Negro, it fhall be capital for the firft of- 
fence; and for the greater fecurity of the property, 
a check on thofe who may have the 


and as 
punifhment of Slaves 
in their power, it is particularly required, that every fur- 
geon or doctor belonging to each eftate, {hall fwear to the 
caufe of the death of each Negro, to the beft of his know- 
ee ig e any Negro dies, and is interred 
er, without the doctor’s havino 
or been fent for to fuch Negro, in this cafe, the Sege or 
overfeer caufing the Negro to be fo interred, is liable to 
a profecution for fuch conduc. This is intended 
doubt, to reftrain the wanton abufe of power; the 
tence of ungarded paffion, and the no lefs fatal 
apparently lefs cruel, effe&s of indole 
tention to the welfare of the Slave, 


feen 


no 
Din 
, though 
nce or wilful inat- 
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